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S\ Rebecca’s Story

g‘rowinj up in an abusive atmosphere deprived me of the security and assurance I needod from my parents.

:7(231 thbfat/fer was sent to_prison ﬁr his actions and at the age g“ 12 S was removed’ ﬁom the home. I fé/t
Juift] tﬂnﬂnj S was to blame ffvr gofittinj up the fmi{}/ The Jove and. Jecun'?}l that I needed was not there. 5‘23/ mether was net able to  give that
to me due to a vicious cyafe that kad surreunded eur fmni/y ﬁr - generations. I was kurt andthat Furt turned into anger andthe anger turned into

resentment.

I eventuaf‘fy started to act out @ being rebelfious and) foc[;'nj efse where to ﬁe/ Joved, wanted and’. accepted.

S was Fa.n’ca/fy on the Jmﬂ: of‘ destruction. @ot involved with the wrong crowd and started to Jook ﬁr what I t/t‘éuj/t"t was Jove ﬁom men. I became
pregnant at the age of 17. S was not sure of whom the father was and. S was too ashamed to tell others of my pregnancy so S hid: my pregnancy. There
were on/}z a féw selected pecple that knew. was scared and ashamed: I was not sure what to do. i‘just wanted to wake up and fér everyt/fz'nj to be
back the way it was Fqﬁ)re.

I Bid not know what an abortion was then because years ago it was not talked about as much. J was not in the right state of mind to make a wise
choice. Foar and shame consumed my thoughts and actions. The guy I was dating at the time hefped to pay for the abortion. I remember waking up after
the procedire and a tear fulling diwn my face. My Foart knowing what I had done was wrong. I was never the same after that. I fied to my mother
and others that knew I was pregnant and told them that I had miscarried: I folt sad and I was confused. I thought things were going to be back to
normal, but all the things I was foefing inside- I had no Jdoa what to do with'that. I was angry. I folt I was robbed of something. I was mourning a
Joss. I needed. something to cover up the pain; T needed. something to replace the Joss Jwas feeking.

I became  prequant again, z’ntentz’onaf{y. g  fefe that was my on{y solution. 272";'::5.9 were going to be ok, back to what it was before. The  father did not
want to keep this baby. I fid want to keep the baby. The  father was not accepting of that. 323/ famify was upset with me prior to the first abertion;
as aresult  was alone in this battle. I finally gave in to what ke wanted and after the matter I had'so muck hate in my heart towards the futher and
everyone else, even God. J hated: my self: I started to drink /{éavify and I became suicidal, 3“]'u.st Bid ' not want to be here anymore. g repressed
everyt/fi'nj. That was the onfy way I could cope. Since my abortions, I ve had’ many faz'léa[ refatz'on.s‘/&('p.s with Foﬁien& and’ ﬁiemi:!. b 14 g
wanted was to be Kappy and at peace. I was never able to experience that untif I met God and establisked a relationskip with Fim.

%f/&wfnj Geodto have centrol, of my fife has brought me happiness and peace. 3mt/ﬁ'nj I kad been Jenging for. %E@ujf I became a Ghristian,
I still struggled withmy past. I was ashamed: I compared myselfto others; thinking how muck better everyone efse was because they kad not
committed suck a sin as I had: Gondemnation prevented'me from estabilisking refationskips with others. I was too askamed'to alfow anyone to get
close to me because I had this big dark secret Fwas carrying with me. God’ placed all the right pecple in my fife that T needod. S ' year ago at the
banguet I signedup to be avoluntoer for the Ouaks, hut God had'a difforent plan. Ho knew I necdedto bo healed from the pain of my own abortions
before I could volunteer to kelp anyone else. ;’zﬁer 26 weeks of post abertion recovery, S am coming out as a woman who has been set free from my
sin, bondage, conviction, shame, guilt, fear, and insecurities. J;  feel ready now to kelp others.

Who am I7 God. says, Fam  forgiven of all my sins and washed in the blood; S am a new creature. I am dofivered; [ from the power of darkness and’
translated into Gods kingdeom. F am st free, J am deadto sin, I am alive with Ghrist, I am more than a congueror. S am kis  faithful follower most
of all S wn healed By the stripes of Jesus and' I am being changedinto is image. I wn avoice to bo hoard; to help the many wemen that swffer in the
same way I Fave suffored: Praise God ke can wse my testimony for is glory. Fallohujak I have boen set free, God has turnedmy waifing into

d'ancinj. S am ﬁee to dance, J am ﬁee to five. Live ﬁr ftm.



